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Couenant of the Lord, to ſland before the Lord, to miniſter 
unto him,and to bleſſe in his name, [ + 
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To the Reader, 


As Hriftian Reader + This Sermon enſu. 
£2 ing , being by command of publike Au. 
= > ority preached at a Viſitation, or pub. | 
Pd lique meeting of Miniiters, 'gaue ſuch. 
"A content and comfort generally to all the | 
Auditory , both for the foundneſſe of the matter , and 
| femeſſe of the argument , and ſpectally becauſe it ts a 
oint ſo ſeldome ſo fully handled : that many of vs 
ellow-labourers in the Miniſterie, haue beene earneſt | 
uiters to the Author (and haneprenailea) to commit 
it to Preſſe , both to renew the memory of many good 
things then we heard, and through our weakeneſſe loſt 
them azaine z but chiefely that others might be made 
partakers of the ſame ' ng good things with our 
ſelnes. Wherein wee haue done much like thoſe good 
| natur'd Lepers, 2.Kings 7.9. who hauing once tailed, 
and plentiouſly refreſhed themſelues with good things | 
in the Aramites Tents, were preſently deſirous to com- 
municate the ſame with others alſo. We do not well, 
ſaid they, this day 1s a day of good tydings,and we | 
hold our peace:1t we tarry til day-light,ſome mil- | 
chicte will meet vs. Now therfore,come,let vs go, 
and tel-it ro others. Kneweft thou but the ſufficientie | 
of the man of God that penned and ſpake it , his ſound 
knowledze in the Truth his good order of teaching, his | 
honeſt life & courerſation, his good report with all men, ) 
hu wiſe, peaceable;o difereet cariage of himſelf amidſt 
our infinite diſtratting welder fo - ſurely all theſe 
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could not but ſweetly allare thee , or rather violently 
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draw thee on to the peruſine of this ſhort Treatiſe. The 
Author of it ſkands wp as a worthy Minifter of God, in 
the midſt of foure other Brethren, all the Sonnes of one 
Father, all learned, religious, godly Preachers, a hap-\. 
pre Off-ſpring of Bleſſed Parents , a linely mirrour of 
Goas bleſing vpon ſuch as conſecrate their poiterity to. 
the holy Miniſtery. They are right Samuels, irſþ,by 
their Parents ginen to God, & againe, giuen of God1o 
the ſeruice of the T abernacle.Let V's reiozct in the good 
of $10n, and bleſſe God for the abunaant 3864/7 of 
his Spirit in our dayes, if exer,plenteouſly powred forth 
w/p0r our olde men, and wpon our young men, the Pro- 

hets awd ſonnes of the Prophets , for the worke of the | 
F pew far , for the gathering together of the Saints, | 
for the building wp of the body of Chriſt. 

T hus aſſured of much comfort and profit wnto thee, 
if thou wilt vouchſafe the paines to reade it ouer, hear- 
tily crauing thy prayers and praiſes to the Lord of all 
Spirits, both for the Author himſelfe , and alſofor vs 
all his loutng Brethren , we doe humbly commend thee | 
to God, and to the Word of his grace, which is able ts 
build thee further , and to gine thee an inheritance 
| «190ne all them that are ſantlified. Farewell in the 

Lord. | 
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| Thine in the Lordleſus, 


The Miniſters of Okeham 

| Le&ure in Rutland. 

| Wititianm PrAcurn. 
H. HaxGravn. 
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NEDICTION. 
|eA Sermon of the power and prero- 
gatiue belonging tothe publike Miniſters to 
| +: bleſſethepeople:Preached by S.G.ata | 
Viſitation at @undle, Ap.14.16I9, 
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2.CHR 0 N.3027. | 
They the Priefts the Lenites aroſe, and bleſſed the peo- | The Texe 
ple, and their wvoyce was heard, and their 27 
came wp to hns holy dwelling place, enen unto hea- 
KHEP, 


Ercis the happie ending of The Context. 
a good meeting. The mee- 
ting was, to celebrate the 
Paſlcouer the Sacrament 
of the Law : the motion; 
hereunto was made by 

= good Hezechiah : vpon the| 

| motion, a very great con- 
gregationof well-diſpoſed people came rogether| 
to Iexuſalem to keepe the feaſt ;and as that ver- 
tuous and religious King ordered the matter in. 
his great zeale Po the glory of God,it was perfor- 
med with that folemanitie, as the like was neuer- 

A 3 done 
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Tn Enna 


done before ſince Salomons dayes : A diniſo reens. 

non ſuit celebrata tanta feitinitas innetis cum lehud.; 

[1ſ7aelitis - Neuer ſince the diuifion of the Tribes, 
| | was there ſuch a feſtiuall rime fo ſolemnely kept 
| by 1dah and 1ſrael together, | 

Now, to ſee the zeale and forwardneſle of the 

Princes and. people in fo good an action, it was 
no ſmall comfortto the Prieſts and Leuites: they | 
therefore, when they ſaw all things done to their |- 
| owne hearts defire, and to the glory of God, AC- 
[cording to their office, in the end they gaue the 
* [aſſembly their Prieſtly benediQion.and obtained 
a bleſſing from the Lord vpon them, and {o dif- 
| miſt the Congregation. | 
Thediuifon. | The words may bediuided into two parts: The | 
firſt is concetning the Prieſts blefling vpon earth: 
- {the ſecond touching the bleſſing of this bleſſing, 
+» {[fromheauen. The -y if theſe words, Them the 
- | Prieſts the Leuites aroſe aud bleſſed the people, and | 
| | thett voyce was heard, The ſecond, in the words 
| following $ 4nd their prayer tame wp to his holy wel. 
[The ſubdiui- | /z75g plare, ener to heauen. In the firſt part, euery 
—_ word hath his weight, and there are ſixe particu- 
_ | larsobfernable therein. Firſt, the time whec this 
was done. *Secondly, the agents by whom it was | 
' done.Thirdly,the preparation thereunto.Fourth- 
ly,thea&tion it ſelfe. Fifthly,the obic& of the ac-! 

ion. Sixthly and laftly,the manner of it. 

\  Eirſtfor therimeZ%e7- that fore (9 Al 
the folemniric of the ſacrifice being finiſhed, a4. 
ze, feaſonably and opportunely, In concluſion of | 
that divine ſeruice, when the people were to de-,| 
| —=_ part, 
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The ſenſe. 
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Eccleſiaſtical benediftion. 1 > oY. 
part, they were diſmiſt with a bleſſing, | 
Secondly, for the agents or perſons blefſing, _ 
| [they wereconſecrate perſons which had a calling FF 
' todoeit :7 he Priefts the Leuttes bleſt, 
| ThePrieſts were men immediatly called out —_—_— #7 
| * + He [4 ' 'S, 
' of U1rovs polteritie, and anointed 1n the ſight 
'of the people, among whom ſome that were | 
Heads of their families,were called chiefc Prieſts, ' 
and the Princes of the SanQuary, amongſt whom | | 
there was one ſuper-eminent perſon aboue all the 
 reſt,called the High Prieſt, who had moſt glorions: 
attire, and mighr alone enter into the SaniFum 
|! Sauttorum once a yeere, and was in his function a 
figure of Chriſt. E-- 
The Leuites were inferiour Minifters, and had | Whatthe Le- 
offices appointed vnto them vnder the Prieſts,as.| *'** 
aſſiſtants vato them in the ſeruice of the Taber- 
nacle, Numb.8.7. And this 1s the difference be: | Namb.8.7.19. | 
tweene the Priefts and the Leuites : but here it is | 
not ſaid, the Prieſts and Leuites, but Haccohanim 
haleniym,as it is in the Hebrew text,Sacerdotes Le- 
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 aitici, as Inninstran{lateth, the Leviticall Prieſts. ” 

For _Maronand all the Prieſts were of the Tribe S 

of Lewi, and to them it pertained by the Law to =, - 3 FS 
bleſſe in the name of God Numb.6.22, +. Y ' Bd? 


Thirdly,for the preparation;7 hey aroſe. Sittin | 
ſtill was not a geſture reuerend enough for Hot | 
to vic in publike prayer: kneeling downe would| WE 7: 
haue drowned their voyce and Kindred the au-' | 3 RE 
dience ; therefore it conceming the people to _1.- Mi] 
heare what they ſaid, that they might ſay Amen to We, 

ir;the Prieſts ſtood vp that they mighit be conſpi- | 

Ccuouz; 
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| Gen.24.12, 
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| Pſal.r03.r; 
Gen.12.2. 

| Whatitis to 
blefle. 
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 Eccleſiofticall heneditiion. P 


FOOT 


Fourthly,for the a&ion,it is ſaid, They bf. To 
bleſſe, hath divers fignifications in the Scripture. 
Firſt,man is faid to blefle God: then it ſignifieth 
'to po and giue thankes. Secondly,God is ſaid 
to blefle man, and then it ſignificth actually to 
conferre ſome good or other. Thirdly; man is 
{aid to bleſſe man, and then it ſignifieth tro wiſh 
well vnto, which is viſually done with inuocation 
of the name of God,the fountaine of all good that 
commeth to man, or toany creature in heauen or 


carth. Now thus a man bleſſeth cicher himſelfe 


Bleſſing ordi- 
 nary,by all 
forts, 


or others, To let paſle the former, the bleſſing of 


others pertaineth cither toall ſorts in generall,or 


partly by the law of naturall afte&tion : ſecondly, 


of naturall af- 
feRion. 
Gen,r4,s0. 


1.By the law | 


artly by the law of curteſie : thirdly,partly by the 
of cquitie : fourthly, partly by the law 6, 
ritic. 

Firſt, by the law of naturall affection it pertai- 
neth to all ſorts to bleſſe their friends and kinred: 
as the friends of Rebecca did, when ſhe was to de- 
part from them, Thou art our ſifter, grow into thou- 


thoſe thatare not «:, withoutnaturall affection, 
will vpon occaſion often. pray, God bleſſe their 
parents, and their brethren and ſiſters, and thoſe 


which are neere vnto them jn nature... ..._. 
Secondly, by the Jaw of curtcſie it pertaineth 


to ſome more ſpecially, To all forts it belongeth, | 


and thouſands, and let thy ſeede paſſeſſe the gates of 
_ enemtes, Geneſ.24.60. Thus children and all | 
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cuous,and ſo be'the better vnderſtood ofthe con- | 
\gregation. | 


| 
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2.By the law of gy BY CUC, 4a | xx hc ger tte 
curielic- \toall ſorts ro blefle thoſe; which they meets; or 
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| ipaſſe by. Which courteſie we finde to haue been *— 
'reciprocall berwecne Bodzand the Reapers,Ruth. 

[2.4.7 he Lord bewith you,laid Boaz.:T he Lord aleſje 

thee,ſaid theReapers. And Plal. 129.8. the words 

'of the Prophet ſhew,this was the ordinary pra- 

$646 - | 

&ice of the people. Whereupon S._Luguſtine on | 4,4 in x(t 

that place faith, Noſtis,fratres, ec. Ye know (bre-. 
[{rhren)when men paſſe by thoſe which arc atwork, | 
it is the cuſtome to ſay to them, Benedidio Domint | | 
{oper vos - The bleſſing of the Lord be vpon you. 
And this was more in vie amongſt the Iewes: Ne. y 
mo tranſibatlaith he: None paſled by and faw any | 
at worke in the field, or vineyard, or the like,but | 
|they did ſo. Nay, Nor /icebat tranfire fine benedi-| 
cone : It was.not lawtull for any to paſſe by,with. 
our this bleſſing ſalutation. It was againſt the 
law of courteſie to omit it. 
- . Thirdly, by the law of cquitie it pertaineth to | ; By the lay | 
all ſorts, in thankfulnes to their benefactors, and | *f<quirie. 
ſuch as haue been inſtruments of their good, to weTet | 
bleſſe them : as Boaz, for the kindnes ſhewed to - 
Rnth,is bleſſed, in theſe words ; Bleſſed be he of the | Rutb.2.20, 
| Lord, Ruth:2. 20. Thus enery good ſubie& will 
pray God blefle the King,vnder whom we liue in 
peace; euery good hearer will pray God blefle 
that Preacher, by whom his foule is comforted, 
and euery thanktull poore man will pray God 
bleſſe his good maſter,and {aue his lite,by whom 
he is relicued. This is the recompence which the | 
rich haue returned vnto then from-the poore for- 
[their good workes and almes , namely,their bleſ- 
ſing and prayersto God for them, the em 
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of a greater and better recompence from the 
Lord ; for with ſach ſacrifices God is pleaſed, Heb. 
| I3-16: Bank ; 
k hay law of Fourthlyby the law of charity itpertainerh to| 
: , al ſorts to bleſle,cuen their enemies, I meane their; 
priuate enemies. For to conuidted enemies of the | 
Truth it is forbid, Toh. 2. Epiſt. 10. Bid not an! 
Antichriſftian heretike and' conuicted falſe teach-. 
F er, God fpeede; but if they be onely our perſonal | 
Mat.5.44. | enemies,Bleſſe them which curſe you, ſaith our Sa-| 
| uviour,Mat.5.44: Ye | 
| Bleſſe, and curſe not faith Saint Paul,Rom. 12.14. 
And this is not. coſilium, but precepturm : notan | 
Euangelicall counſell, but a morall precept bin-! 
| __ _ ]ding all Chriſtians. | 
Thus by a fourc-told law it belongerh to all | 
| ſorts to bleſſe : by the law of naturall affe&ion, | 
by the lawof courteſie, by the law of equity, and 
by the law of Chriſtian charity. More ſpecially 
Superiorsto | jt pertaineth to ſuperiours, to bleſle thoſe vnder 
_ their charge. Theſe ſuperiours are either the 
chiefe in euery family,or more publike perſons, 
|The bleſſing that pertaineth to the chicte in pri- 
\uate families, is either domeſticall or paternall. | 
Bleſ6ng Occo- Domeſticall is that, which is done in the behalfe | 
pomicall. . of the whole houſehold: as it is ſaid, that Danid 
rn #43 ' returned to bleſſe his houſe, 1.Chronicles, 16.43. 
|Parcrnall Paternall benediCtion is that which is done by 
3 'the father to his children or childrens children. 
|6en.27.37- |This the Patriarks did after a fingular-manner, 
1 having the ſpirirof prophecy,whereby they ſpake 
| of things to come, as they were moued by the ho- 
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| _ Eccleſraſticall 
ly Ghoſt .Butother godly parents haue a ſpeciall | 
| prerogariue alſo in bleſſing their children: accor- -Y 
ding to that of Siracides , Benedictio patris firmat } 
domos filiorum : The blefling of the father eſta- 
bliſheth the houſes of children, but the curſe of . 
the mother rooteth out foundations. There are | 
fearcfull ſtories recorded by good writers,of the] 
woful conſequence of the parents curſe vpon the | 
children. Therefore it is ſaid by the abreſaid | 
Author, Honour thy father and mother both in word | 
| and deede, that a bleſing may come wpon thee from | 
them. | | | 
Now the bleſſing which belongerh to publike | 
perlons,is cither Politicall or Ecclefſiaſtical.Poli- 'P olizicall, } 
ticall, when it is done by the ciuill Magiſtrate, | | 
as it was by Joſhuah, when he called the Reubenits | 
and the Gadites, and the halte Tribe of Manaſſes, ein] 
and commended them for their obedience,and 
ſent them homewith his bleſſing, as itis written, 
So Toſhua bleſſed them and ſent them away,Loihe22.6« ft.+1.6. 
The Eccleſiaſticall bleſſing is that which ap-'$,...a,.,, 
| pertaineth to the publike Miniſter, and is of all | | 
other the moſt effeual and auaileable with God: 
& this is the bleſſing ſpoken of in the text, when it i 
is ſaid,7T he Prieſts the Lewites aroſe and bleſſed.Now | | 
{the obie& of this benediction is either perſonall 
,or reall. Thereall obic& is not mentioned heere, 
bur omitted as a thing well knowne : for what 
|they were to pray for in the behalfe of the people, 
is ſer downe, Num. 6.23.&c. The perſonall ob- Numb.6.2 3, 
iect, is the people,that is, all the people of ludah} 
and Lirael aſſembled, to keepe the Holy Feaſt, 
| B 2 the 
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| the Prieſts bleſſed themall. Laſtly,for the maner; 
it was with a lowd voice: they ſpake out when 
they bleſt them, praying ferucntly for them, and: 
carneſtly deſiring the bleſſing of God vpon them 
all. This isſignityed by thar,thar it is faid,7 herr 
 |vorce washeard. Yet not the voice of the Prieſts 
only,bur the voices ot the people alto :all which 
are ſpoken of,as it there were but one voice,in re-| 
gardot the harmony and accord, all ſpeaking to 
the ſame effect : not that the people od the ſame} 
words which the Prieſts vied. But they did that 
which was their part to do, and ſaid _A1me to 
the Pricſts bleſſing, and that alowd,from their 
hearrs, wiſhing themſelues fo happy. Deuotion 
amongſt our people is now growne- ſo colde, 
that many times it great congregations when 
the bleſſing is pronounced, there is nothing bur 
| alittle whiſpering;few ſay A-e.and ſpeake out 
at the end of prayers. But in former times,when 
people were more deuour, they made ſucha blef- 
L _ - |{ednoiſe in the Church when they ſaid mes, | 
Hier. in prefa. | that Saint Terome likened it to the thunder: and | 
$+.2.inGak | Saint Baſil to the roring of theſea ; fucha roring | 
and thundring noiſe there was_ made by the 
Prieſts and people at this benediftion : Therr 
| woice was heard. After this manner was the bleſ-| 
| ſing performed. And theſe are the circumſtances 
obſcruable in rhe firſt part of the Text. In the! 
ſecond firſt, another name is giuen to this blel- 
EE ſing: ſecondly, local motion is aſcribed vnro it: 
 |rhirdly, the 2e-minns ad quem, or place whither it 
| paſſed, isſerdowne, For the firſt, the name now 
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giuen vnto it, is prayer, which ſhewethow the 
Prieſts bleſſed the people, nor vainly and fuper-| 
ſtiriouſly,by caſting of holy water vpon them, or | 
| by croſſing with their fingers, bur by prayer and | 
inuocation of the name of God for his bleſſing vp- | : 
| on them. Forthe ſecond, jr is ſaid, 7avo, irwent ; 
which is {poken of prayer meraphorically. Allu- 
ding,as itſ{cemeth,to a meſſenger,to which praier 
may beaprly compared: for Ye/ut: officio rnternun- 
cy fungitur oratio nob1s apud Dewn : prayer 
dorh the office of a meſſenger for vs vato God. 
Forthe third,the-place whither it wenr, hath two 
{ names giuen vntoit. Firſt, his holy dwelling 
place, oras it isin the Hebrew,the habitation of 
his Holinefle; ſecondly, it is called Heauen. For 
the firſt, it importerh not that God had, or hath | Gd his habi- 
need of any habication,as a man hath,of a houſe | 2ti9n5, coha- 
to dwell in, or that any created place whatſocuer | ART 
can containe the tranſcendent Maieſty of the 
Creator. N 

|  Itisconfeſt by Salomor,that the heauens, and the 
heauen of heauens cannot containe him, 1.King-8.27. 1.Kings.$.27, 
Bur ithath pleaſed him of his abundant grace to 
'condeſcend lo farre, asto haue his cohabirarions, | 
where he hath decreed ro dwell,and to conuerſe | 
more familiarly with his creatures, and to com | 
[municate his goodnes vnto rhem. | 
Our Sauiour ſpeaketh of his Fathers houſe, | 19» 142, 


wherein there 'aremany manſions, that is his habi- 


ration,or rather cohabitation aboue, where: he | > 
doth cohabit and tamiliarly conuerfe with the| 
Angels of light; and oncarth he alwayes had his | 

B 3 dwelling | 
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dwelling places; before the comming of Chriſt, 
| he had a materiall Temple,called his houſe,where 
irpleaſed him to maniteſt his preſence continu- 
ally ; and in” cuery good heart he dwelleth by his 
holy Spirit. | 
" | Now according totheadiunctor appellation 
of holines, the Lord his dwelling place is holy, 
what euer habitation he hath had, orhath,ic was, 
and is holy. The Temple erected tor him by Salo- 
mon, was holy : and he nener dwelleth in any 
heart but that which is ſanCtifyed : But to which 
habitation of his holines did this prayer aſcend, 
the other name putteth this our of doubr : for the 
place whither it went, is alſo called heauen, | 
| Now heauen is a commonname to diuers pla- 
Three hea} | ces and ſpaces. Firſt,according to the Scriptures 
ens. there is c&#lum elementare, the ſublunary or ele-| 
/ [mentary heauen,where the winds blow, and the 


| / birds fly, and theclouds hang, and Comets and 


1 
; 


Meteors appeare; that is not the heaucn heere 
[ſpoken of; their prayer went vp higher then ſo. 
of -| Secondly, there is ca/um: ſtellatum, the heauens a- 
boue,where the Sun, Moone and ſtarres run their 
| courſes continually : neither is this the heauen 
| heere meant; their prayer went higher then the 
\Rarres. Thirdly, there is celum ſupremum , the 
(higheſt heauens, ſomerimes called the third hea- 
uens, ſometimes celum celorum, the heauen of | 
F Heauens, fedes beatorum, the place where the bleſ- 
ſed Angels live with their Creator in al happines. 
Thither went this happy meſſenger, the prayer 
of the Prieſts, All this tendeth to ſer foorth the 


ſingular 


2 
= | 


PAEMLEDUZR AT OMERN £2 Wes VA. *L . W, h 4 bh | 1< i re Wal V 
Eccleſiaſtical bagedifton. | nn 
ſingular acceptance which this ſacerdotall bene-| - - 
diction had with God : it penetrated the clouds, 
and had ſpeedy paſlage thorow all places,and pre- ' 
ſent acceſſe vnto rhe King of glory. It had as hap- 


ſucceſle. as Ether had, when ſhe went to A/[ue- 
_ * And hee oy out his golden Scepter __ Ve ON 
Eſther 5.2. And fo it was both orato benedicens, | 
and oratio benedi4a:a bleſſing prayer,and a bleſſed 
prayer; for it drew a bleſſing from the Lord vpon 
his people. | 
Bur why is heauen called his-holy habitation, 
and not rather his glorious habitation, it being ſo 
glorious a place as it is? 
I an{were,it wy as well, and aptly,and vpon as | Heaven why 
good reaſon be called his holy habitation , as his | ®!9 hely. 
lorious habitation, Firſt, becauſe ofall other his 
rea it is the moſt holy, the true SandZum 
ſanftorum , as holy as glorious. There is the holy | 
Trinity reſident ; there are the holy Angels, and 
Saints; there is no impure perſon , nor impure 
action, but all perfe&t puriry and ſanctity. Se- 
condly, how euer prevst men loue impurity,and 
hate holineſſe , Almighty God would haue vs to | Lexit.r9.., 
know that he is holy , and that it is his glory that, 
he is ſo, and maketh all places ſowhere hee dwel. | 1.Pet.r.16. 
leth, and all perſons whomhe admitteth to dwell| 
with him. Andthirdly,he would teach vs all,not | 
[to pleaſe our ſelues as the moſt doe, with ſpoon 
or thinking of the glory ofheauen onely (whic 
hey that are vnholy in heart and life , ſhall neuer 
be the better for) bur ſpecially to take notice of 
the abſolute and perte& ſanctity of that happy 


place :| 


_ 


a 
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E- ' place: Knowing, that as many Manſions as there 

| [a.12.14 fare preparcd there, yer there is no place for any, '\/_ 
that isa defpilcrot holineſle, or ofa defiled heart | 

and conſcience. So ye ſce, the Text being tho-| ; 
rowly ſcarched into and opened, there is a world! * _ 
of matter , and of good marter too, not imperti-| , o 
| nent to the preſent audience, it a man had time to. | 
diſcourſe of all points ariſing from the'words :but| Ti i. 
| breuitas ſemper grata, aliquands neceſſaria : as it is. | 
'now , when I ſhould much forget my ſelfe, it I| , 
ſhould not remember thoſe which had neede to | 
be diſmiſt, not onely with benediCtion , but with 
\ expedition. I muſt therefore paſſe ouer many 
things worthy the handling , and inſiſt onely vp- 
on the principall, as the timewill giue leauc. 

[r belongethro] The maine Theologicall poſition grounded 
— "*,. [from the Text, is this, rhar ir belongeth to the 
cfſe the peo _ | "WP | 

ple. | publique Miniſters of the Word, by a peculiar 
| prerogatiue , to bleſſe the people in the name of 
the Lord; and there is ſpeciall power and vertuc 
[inthe prayers and benedictions which proceede 
'out of their mouthes. Here the people were bleſt. 
By whom ? By the Prieſts. The Prieſts the Leuttes 
bleſt the people. Not any of the Laity,not any of the 
Princes, not King Hezekzahb, though preſent : bur 
the Leuiticall Prieſts,Church-men,Ecclefiaſticall 
; perſons, Maſters of the afſembly,that had the ma- 
|naging of diuine affaires at ſuch times. 
| Bur were ghe people eur the berter for their 
bleffing ? 
Yes, their prayer went vp to heauen:; this was 
intended in their conſecration and ſeparation. 
| | ; The| 
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The Lord ſeparated the Tribe of Leui, to miniſter The end of 
; 0 #-x their conſe- 

wnto him, and to bleſſe in his name, Deut.10.8. and | .,\i,, .oq 
Numb.6.22.there is the ordinance of God touch- ſeparation. ' 
ing the ſame : the Priefts the ſonnes of Aaropare aps 

. | x e ordi- 
called of God to this office, and appointed to the nance of God 
conſtant execution thereok;anda preſcripr forme Ro 
is giuen vnto them for the purpoſe : Speake unto | Om 
Aaren,ſaith the Lord,and to his ſonnes, ſaying, On 
this wiſe ye ſhall bleſſe the children of Iſrael, ſaying Vt 
to them,The Lord bleſſe thee,zc. Vhere firſt there 
is a generall benediction,in theſe words,7 he Lord 


, {= | Five ble 
bleſjethee : and then fiue great bleſſings are ſpeci Te 


fied. for the people. 


wouldeuer be the Keeper of Iſracl,, and preſerue 
his Church and people from alleuill. 


'The ſccond blefling mentioned , is the ſenſe of [Secondly, the 
| ' {cnſe of Gods 


loue. 


hs face to ſhine pon thee. Alluding to the Sunne, 

which when it ſhineth, is ſenſible vnto vs. | 
The third bleſſing, is mercy to their finnes, in | Thirdly, mer- 

theſe words, The Lord be mercifull or gracious wn- adehes 

zothee; tending to this, that the Lord would in | 

: mercy paſſe by their offences, and ſeeno iniquity | 

in 1aceb, nor tranſgrefſion in Iſrael. 

The fourth bleſſing, isa plentifull manifeſtation Fourtbly, a - 


lenritullma- 
of the loue of God towards them, 7 he Lord lift vp cnn of 
his countenance Upon thee. | Godsloue. 


Thelaſt, but not the leaſt, is peace : the conſe- rity, peace, 
quent of the reſt, and thevery complementof all ;| _ 
And give thee peace, Meanin g not onely externall 


[22 C _ proſperity, 


| 


| Firſt,of cuſtody and proteRion,in theſe words, | Fir, cuſtody \ 
T he Lord as thee, tending to this, that the Lord or.proceRion, þ 


\ 


1 


| 


| 
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_ | flog &orbers. | qjpniry and authority thereof. 


| |like is not giuen to any other +thorowour the 


proſperity , but alſo that happy peace with God, | 
| which paſſerh all vnderſtanding, which the world 
cannot giue. Loe, thus did the Lord appoint 
his Priefts to bleſle his people : and to that which! 
they ſhould doe according to his holy ordinance, 
\he annexed a moſt gracious promiſe, ſaying fur-| 
The Priefts |ther, Ego benedicam - I will bleſſe them. Therefore | 
bleſing more |jr is to good purpole that 1/lyricus ſaith., that ſa- 


then a prayer. | . | I ; 
Clan, Serip, cerdorall benediction is not a bare good prayer, 


but as it were a pledge and teſtimony of the fa- 
uour of God ; and he ſpeaketh further of ir, as if 
it were of ſpeciall power and efficacic to open 
: - [heauen.tothoſe which are partakers thereof. - 

A three-fold In this place of Numbers, wee may obſeruec 
cifference be- | three matcriall differences betweene the Prieſts 


Prieſts bieT: bleſſing , and all others, making much tor the 


Firtthey bag | Pirlt, they are expreſly required to bleſſe the 
a ſpeciall | Lords people, they haue ſucha commiſſion and 
charge, charge giuen vnto them touching the ſame,as the 


whole Scripture ; Speake wato Aaron, and to his 
ſonnes,@5c. | 
Secondly, a Secondly , tothem is giuen a preſcript forme, | 
ſpecial torme. |and onely to them, and to noother. We reade 
1.Kings8.55. [of $2/o207, and other religious Kings , who haue 
191%; bleſſed the people publikely,bur not conceptrs wer- 
bjs, in any preſcript forme, as did the Prieſts. 

Thirdly,aſpe- | Thirdly, to their benediCtion a promiſe of the 
ciallpromilt. |T,ords blefling is annexed in ſuch fort, as the like 
E-” is not made to any other. 

This three-fold difference there is betweene 


the 
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[the Prieſtly benediQion andothers. The Prieſts, 
the publike Miniſters of the Lord , had a fpeciall | 
charge, a ſpeciall forme , anda ſpeciall promiſe. 
Firſt, a ſpeciall charge to doe it. Secondly, a ſpe- 
ciall forme how to doe it. Thirdly, a ſpeciall pro- 
milc,it chey doe it: they ſhould not blefle in vaine, | 
but the Lord , whpſe name they thrice inuocared | | 
in the blefling, as if it were with ſecret reference 
to the three perſons now better knowne,, the Fa- | 
ther, the Sonne, and the holy Ghoſt, promiſed to | 
confirme and ratifie their a&, to the benefit of the 
people. The Prieſts pronouncing the bleſſing as | | 
they were appointed, he ingaged himſelte to doe | 
according to their prayer,and to bleſſe-them aCtu- | 
ally ang really. 

Now this part of the Prieſts office was not cere- 
moniall, but morall , and of perpetuall vie : and 
therefore we finde,that it was put in practice both | 
before the law, and fince the comming of Chriſt 
the like hath becne done by the chiefe Miniſters of 
the new Teſtament. Before the law,we read that 
Abraham and his company was bleſt,Gen. 14.18. | 
By whom > By a Prieſt, namely, by Melchizedech, | Gen.r4a8, 
called the Prieſt of the moſt high God : and the | 
{Patriarch paid Tithes to him thar bleſt him. And 
whenour high Prieſt came, who is a Prieſt for 
eucr after the order of Melchizedech, they brought | 
their children to him to be bleſt ,: And hee laid bis | ork 10.16, 
hands ow them and bleſſed them, Mark. 10.16. and | * 24:59: 
Luk. 24.50. Before hedeparted from his Diſciples, 
Priefilike hee lifted wp his hands and Leſſed them. 
{And the Apoftles viſually bleſſed the Churches of 

| C 3 _ Chriſti 
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Chriſt which they tanghr,and from them we haue 
The Euange- receiued that forme ofEvangelicall benediCtion, 
Leallblefs. yſed in all Churches by the publike Miniſters : 
2.Cor.13.14 Thegrace of our Lord leſus Chriſt,the loue of God the 
|  Father,and the communion of the holy Ghoſt be with 
you all,, Amen. Which differeth from the former 
'in words more than in ſubſtance. For it compre- 
hendeth as much as thar, bur is ſo much the {wee- 
ter, becauſe in this the ſweere and blefled name 
of Iefus Chriſt is mentioned,and all the three per- 
ſons diſtinQly: therefore wee vie this rather than 
the other. | 
Bur it may be ſaid, Is there any commande- | 
ment given to the Miniſters of the Goſpell = 
bleſle? I anſwere, when Chriſt ſent ear Sat a- 
broad into the Cities whither he would come, he | 
appoynted them ro bleſle the places where they 
| came.,and ſhewed them how to doe it: Luk. 10.5. 
Luk.1o.5. | Into whatſoener houſe (ſaith he) yee- enter, firſt ſay, 
| | Peace be to this houſe. Ther's a briete forme of blcſ- 
« {ſing appoynted vnro them to vſe. And if (ſaith he) 
the ſonne 0 _- be there, that is, any worthie of 
peace Which will recciue you, then your peace ſhall 
reſt pon it; that is,that blefling which you prayed 
| '- . |for,ſhall be vpon that houſe: but, zf »or, ir jhall 
FiiGas {0 y0u a7atze:you ſhall be the better {or ir,bur | 

ji ſhall take no effect for their good. Whereby 
we ſce,that as it pertained to the Prieſts vnder the 
Law to bleſſerhe people, ſo it likewiſe belongeth 
jto the Miniſters of the Goſpell: and as the Prieſt- 
ly benediftionofold was nor meerely verball,but | 
jcftectuall; fo to the blefling pronounced by the | 

| IP | - Maiiſters 
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Miniſters of Chriſt, a promiſe of like efficacie is 
annexed. And this may ſerue for confirmation of 
the poynt propounded, and for information of 
the wdgement. I come now to the ſpeciall infe- 
rences hence, tending to the reformation of pra- 
cice,not anſwerable ercunto, | | 

Now the vie concerneth either all hearers in 
| generall,or Miniſters themſclues in ſpeciall, Firſt, 
al hearers,of what ranke or fort ſocuer,are taught 
hence to make more account of the prayers of Mi-| 
niſters, and; the better to reſpect their perſons, | 
Firſt, their prayers are to be preferred before the | Miviſters | 

. k | prayers to be 

prayers of orhers, eſpecially FR prayer Pet- | preferd before 
tormed by them, and of publike prayers, their | others, 
bleſſing prayer particularly : for it is faid in the 
Text, their prayer came wp to heauen, that is, the. 
[prayer of the Prieſts, and the prayer ſpoken of| 
was publike prayer; and ir is mcant of the prayer | 
wherewith the Prieſts bleſſed the people. For the 
firſt, it is true that the prayer of the righteous ts ac-| Prou,x 5.8, 
| ceptable, as it is Prou.15. 8.cuenof any righteous | 
man : but if a righteous Prophet or publike Mi: / 
niſter may be had, it is ſo much the better, When 
Abimelech was puniſht for taking Sarah,it was, 
«Abrahams prayer that muſt doe him good, 
becauſe he was a Prophet,Gen.20.7.And S.lames | Gen.zo,7. 


for this cauſe would not haue the ficke-man to 
tr The ficketo 


content himſelte with his owne prayers only, bur 1"< cuer 
to defire the Miniſters helpe, Iam.5.14. He faith| ;jq-1s:0 —_ 
lindeed, 1s any man afflicted ? Let him pray. Euery | for them. 
one is to pray for himſclie, but that is notall char} #*** 5-74: 


an is to doe. 1s azy ſicke among you ? Let him calfor | 
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the Elders of the Church, and let them ray for him. 


Is any ficke, be he what he will be, it he be neuer 
| ſo good, ler him not ruſt to his owne prayers, if | 
he may haue further helpe. VWhy but will it not 
| ſeruc the turne as well,it hee ſend for ſome good 
Chriſtian in the towne, to pray for him? No, let 
f |him call for the Elders of the Church, and ler| 
| them pray for him, and it is promiſed that chere 
| ſhall be ſpeciall fruite of their prayers. The ficke 
| (hal be raiſed -vp,and it he haue committed fines, 
| | they ſhall be forgiuen him. 
| Bur it may be obieQed : VVe doe not alwaies 
ſce this fruite of Miniſters prayers: many times 
the icke that haue their prayers are little the bet- 
ter for them. 

I anſwere, it may well beſo :becauſe there is 
A difference of | a preat difference of Churchmen, and a great dif- 
— ron ference of thoſe which haue their prayers. Firſt, 
ing. all Churchmen are nor alike, fome are righteous, 
and ſome vnrighteous : ſome pray in faith, others. 
hauenot that grace. And the Apoſtle there ſpea- 
kerh of the prayers of the righteous, and inſtan- 
ceth in a righteous Prophet, E/zas. ' Andit is the 
| prayer of faith which he commendeth for effica- 
A difference | Cie Secondly, all afflifted and ficke perſons are 
amongſt choſe | not alike. Firſt, againſt ſome,almightic God is 
| Harareproy- \growne to ſuch diſbleaſare, that he will heareno|. 

_ man for them:As he ſaid,7 hough Xofvs and Sarnel. 
| [flood before me,yet my minde could not be towards this 
people: caſt them out of my fight,and let them go foorth, 
lere. 15.1. And elſewhere, Thorgh theſe: three men 
were init, Noah, Daniel and 106, as I line, fatth the 
| HE: Lord 
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Yard God,they ſhould deliner but their owne ſoules by | 


ther righteonſnesEzech.14.14,16,18,20. Exgch.t4.14s 
| Secondly, thar place before named, Luk.10.5. | chaos. 
| may giuc ſatisfaction touching this marter,where 
promile of bleſſing to the Miniſters prayer for o- 
thers is but conditionall;It they be the fonnes of 
. 'peacc,ir ſhall doe them good, nor elle ; It they be 
; contemners of our office and miniſterie,as many 
 be,they are norqualified and prepared tor grace: 
they thall hane no benefir _ prayers. Bur for 
the ſonnes of peace, which humble themſclues, 
and vnfainedly toue the Lords meſſengers, and 
| reverence their doctrine,and deſire their prayers, 
God will heare his faithtull ſeruants: Such ſhall | 
be the better for the prayers of Gods Miniſters, 
which they make for them vnto the Lord in their 
ſicknefle. Therefore let them doe as S.lames ap- 
oe chem, call for the Elders of the Church 
or this purpoſe, preferring the prayers of righte- 
ous Miniſters, before the prayers of any other 
whatlocuer. Burtas their private prayers are fpe-| 
cially to be defired, ſo publike.prayer performed | eublike pray. 
by = to: be, preferd before priuate,, Such Freopepre- 
LY —_y ; ; ferd before 
was the prayer ſpoken of inthe Text, and itwent priuae. 
to heauen. The diſtance of heaucn andcarth, | 
; L ecloudes and celeſtiall bodies betweene them, | 
the infirmities of them that prayed could nor | 
hinder,bur ir pierced thorow all, and had fpecdie| 
|accelle vnto God, and gracious acceptance with 
(him. When many ioyne together with one ac-| 
cord, it is pleafing to God, and meft auailable| 
with him, when there is a conſortot hearts and| | 
| VOyCces,) | 


_—_— 


focl.2.:6., 


] chryſof.de Dei 


naima, Hom, ;. 


Chry/dft. on 


| | | Ecclefraſticall benediftion. 


voyces, and a _— of affeftions, and many 


Theſſ.z, Hom. 4, 


haue one and the ſame ſuite and ſupplication vnto 


the God of heauen, it preuaileth mightily with | 


him, prouided that the Miniſter be the ſpeaker. 


So it is appoynted, [oel.2.16.Gather the people. It 
is not enough for euery family apart to pray, bur 
[all families muſt aflemble together and pray, and 
the prayer mult proceed from the Pricfts lips : Lex 
the Prieſts, the AMimiſlers of the Lord,ſay, Spare thy 


people,0 Lord: then will the Lord heare and ſhew mer- 
cie. Is there any man then in Joue with his owne 
priuate deuotion,and thinketh that ſufficient,and 


ſemblies, when he might be preſent, if he would? 
Lerthim know, he erreth,not knowing the Scrip- 


wrongeth his owne ſoule, negleCing that which 


ras(ſaith Chryſo 


ome) 


mſolus Dominum obſccras, 


\4rque cum fratribus tuis « Thou doeſt not ſo ſoone 
obtaine thy deſire when thou prayeſt alone, as 


when thou prayeſt with thy brethren. And againe, 


prayelt alone by thy ſelfe,thon ſhalt receive when 
\chou prayeſt with a multitude. Thus antiquitie 
conceiued of rhe power and efficacie of publike 
prayer aboue priuate, | 
Yea,will the Separatiſt ſay, Publike prayers(no 
doubt) are of great power, it they be conceiued 

prayers. | 
I anſwere,Indeed,to conceiue prayer, is an ex- 
cellent gift,and by no meanes to be deſpiſed, we 
c 
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therefore abſenterh himſelfe from the publike aſ- 


tures and the pleaſure of God, and hee certainly 


would be moſt 7 x00p 00 for him. Non eque exo- 


That which thou canſt not obraine, when thou 


| 
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grace topertorme it in due fort; but I make no 
queſtion but y a man may Pray alſo as acceptably 
vnto God ina fetforme,and ſo may publike prai- 
ers as WEll as priuate be made alfo, as the Church 
hath euer practiſed:and it is a vaine thing to think 
taat God 1s ſo delighted with varying of words 
and phiaſes,that when we haue the fame ſuitsand 
requeſts to make vnto him daily, yet wee muſt al- 
ter the words and manner of asking. 

Not to preſſe the example of our Sauiour; 
Chriſt himſelfe, who had a berrer gift in prayer ! 


benot raſhly vndertaken by thoſe which haveno | 


then all the Separatiſts in the world, and could 
haue varyed better then them all; yet when hee 
had the fame ſuit __ = _ cheſame words 
diuers times, Father, if it be poſible,let this c e 
from me. Nor to vr Nr the Aoi b 
could pray before after their manner,and yer de- 
ſired to be taught a prayer by Chriſt himſelfe, 
who vpon their requeſt gaue them a forme: as al- 
fo 10hns Diſciples were taught by their maſter, 


From the Text in hand it may be maintained a- 
ainſtall aduerſarics, that publike prayer ina ſer, 
rme, is well pleaſing to God, if other things be 
anſwerable : for heere the Prieſts bleſſed the peo- | 
le according to the ſet forme giuenvntothem : 
No iudicious VVriter maketh doubr of this zand 
it was a prayer Which they vſed when they bleſt 
them: ſo it is called in the Text: and irwasas 
publike as any prayer ; and yer of this publike 
prayer vſcd by the Prieſt ina ſerforme,itis faid,lr 
went vp to his holy younny place, cuen to hea- 


ven. 
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Prayer ina ſer | 
fonne defen- 


ded, 


Mat,26.44. 


Luk.x1 1. 
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| uen, to ſhew the ſingular acceptance it had with. 
God. Wherfore let no man depraue our Church 
for this, becauſe we vſe er praiers in 5 Congrega- 
tionznor let any deſpite ſuch prayers as God him-! 
ſelfe deſpiſerh.nor :for we finde in the Scripture 
vic both of conceiued prayer and offer formes, 


Wl BE [ouch and both pleaſing vnro God : and in our Church 
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alloweth Mi- [ag ordinarily we are appointed to vic common | 
—_—_ © |ſupplications : ſo vpon extraordinary occaſions, 
prayer. the Preacher hath liberty to inlarge, and to vie! 
the beſt gift he hath, as God ſhall inable him, | 
and his holy Spirit ſhall guide his hart & tongue, 
Letal make vic of both vnto the glory of God:tor 
pleaſing vnto him are the publike prayers of the 
Church, whether extraordinary, or ordinary. So 
long as the prayers be good and holy for the mat- 
ter, whether they be conceined in a ſet forme,or 
voluntary,we are to make goodaccount of them, 
and vie the reuerently & religioully. But whileſt 
I ſpeake thus in comendation of publike prayer, 
| Lam far from falling into the other extreme, as 
Preaching nor. forme haue done, who are all for common prayer, 
to be delpiſed. and care little for preaching. For as the dignity 
| {of preaching is excellent,that ſufficiency being re- 
quired to that part of Gods ſcruice ſpecially, 
which the vulgar cannot attaine to:ſo the necefſi- 
ty thereof is exceeding great,both to the eſſe of a 
{Chriſtian and the bene eſſe. Neceſſary itis to the 
begetting of ſoules to God, tocall ſinners to re- 
pentance, to bring home the loſt ſheepe of the 
'houſe of Ifragl. 
And this hath cuer bin the ordinary meanes of 
Fiotee a] 2” conuerting | 
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conuerting ſoules : and therefore of neceſſary vſe 

at all times, and o in theſe times wherein iniqui- 

ty aboundeth;though there bean external proteſ- 

fon of the true Chriſtian faith, neceſlary it is for ' Preaching ne- 
thoſe that are already the people of God. Prophe- | <*bary ter the 
cying,daith the Apoſtle,js for them that belzene. And |; ol mw 
of old the Prieſts office was not only to pray,but 5,2z 
to teach; and itis faid of the Leuiticall Prieſts, 

|Deur. 33.10. They ſhallteach Iacob thy indgements, For Iſrael. 
ard iſ; ael thy law.Preſuppoſing that the Liraclites 
themſclues would alwaiesnced teaching.Noy mi-' 
nor eft virtus, quam querere partatueri, Preaching, 
is neceſſary to the preſeruation of thoſe which 
{are brought to the knowledge of the Truth, | 
and to make them grow in grace. Therefore 
ſaith the Apoſtle Peter vnto the Chriſtians ofhis 
time, Ms newborne babes, deſire the ſincere milke of | -P!42.2. 
the Word, that ſame «12» we that fraudlefle milke, 
|thatye may grow thereby,1.Pet.2.2. The Word 
read, I confefle, is of good vic and profitable, but 
preaching is neceſſary remake it fo:for when that |Preaching ne- 
noble Eunuch of — read the Scriprure, |<*flary to pro- 


though he was a man of | firable rea- 


etter parts and capacity | g 
then hundreds of our people, yer he confeſled his 
owne diſability, and ſaid , How can I wnderſtand, | 4% 3.31. 
without a guide ? | 
Neceſlary it is alſo to the due performance of 
other parts of Gods ſeruice; as, tothe more wor- | To wenby 
thy receiving of the holy Sacrament. Without |receiuing, 
'thehelpe ofa Preacher, or Catechizer, the com: | 1:09: 
\mon ſort: goe tothe Lords Table without prepa- 
ration, not diſcerning the Lords body, nor know- 
D 2 ing 
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Dent,zz.19. | 
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ing che end and right vſe of the ſacred —_— 
but by a good Preachers labour , Communicants 
are better taught, and come better prepared to 
that holy Sernice , and doc it more vnderſtan- 
dingly & comfortably. VVhat ſhould I ſay more ? 
To good praying , good preaching is neceſſary. 
As poore people cannot vnderſtand the Scripture 
without a guide , nor vnderſtand the myſteric of 
the Sacrament without a guide : ſo they are as ig- 
norant in prayer alſo ; the Lords Prayer they ſay 
loften , but vnderſtand not ; and ignorantly they 
vie other prayers, not knowing what they fay: 
ſometimes they pray for that they hate; as thoſe 
that pray that the reſt of their life may be pure 
and holy , when as in heart they defire no ſuch 
change in themſcluces, but hate purity and holi- 
neſſe, and deſpiſe all that follow it : __ thoſe thar 
are no prayers, they vic for prayers, thinking them 
to be ſo: not onely children , bur olde men thinke 
they pray, and pray well, when they fay the Creed 
{and ten Commandements. | 
There being therefore ſuch neceſſity of preach- 
ing, I can butwonder, that vpon the beſt Day of 
the wecke, many Country people are afraid ro do 
nothing , but to goe forth to heare a Sermon. 
They dare ride abroad about their worldly bufi- 
neſſes , as often as they liſt; they dare goe to all 
the prophane VVakes inthe Country one Sunday 
after another, bur dare not goe to a Sermon ſo 
much as halfe a Sabbath dayes journey , though 
they haue noneat home, as they would make men 
belccue for feare of Apparitors and Churchwar- 
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dens. I doethe more wonder at it, becaulc I per- 
ſwade my ſelfe, that our religious Fore-fathers, 
which had a hand in ſetting foorth the Common 
praycr booke, now eſtabliſhed by authority, held, 
and would haue the people taught the neceflity of 
hearing the Word of God : for they hauc appoin- 
ted prayers to be vſed, that the Lord would giue 
Miniſters grace to preach diligently, & it is giuen 
in charge to the ſuretics at Baptiſme, that when 
the baptized come to yeeres, they call vpon them 
to heare Sermons, not thinking it vir for 
them to heare Seruice onely. And none haue 
written more effeftually of the excellency ofprea- 
ching,then thoſe learned and worthy Doors and 
Diuines, which tooke paines lately inthe tranſla- 
tion of the Bible; See what they haue written © 
this in their Epiſtle co his Maieſtie: A1mong#t all 
our ioyes, ſay they , there was no one that more filled 
our hearts , then the bleſſed continuance of the preach- 
ing of Gods ſacred Word amongit vs, which is that ip- 
eſtimable treaſure, which excelleth all the riches of the 
earth , becauſe the fruit thereof extendeth 8 ſelf, not 
onely tothe time ſpent in this whe ang world , but di- 
recteth and diſpoſeth men onto that eternal happineſſe, 
which ts aboue tn heauen,eFc. | - 
| Thus honourably haue they written of the 
preaching of the Word : and theſe I am ſure were 
no Puritans; for they hauc written againſt Puri. 
tans, and therefore there can be no ſuch excepti- 
on taken. | | 
Certainely the doctrine of our Church is , and 
euer hath becne , for the neccſity and yrility of 
D 3 preach- 
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the dodrine of all Orthodoxe Churches: and the 
contrary tendeth to the diſhonour of the moſt fa- 
mous Diuines, Paſtors and Prelates of our owne 
Church, andof other Churches of Chriſt, which 
now reſt from their labours : nay, to the doctrine 


Latine , who in their times were inſtant this way 


our ſoules, who tooke inceſſant paines in preach- 
ing and teaching both in the. Temple and elſe- 
where, accounting the Temple not onely a houſe 
of prayer, buta houſe of preaching allo : tor hee 
faith, 1 ſate daily teaching in the Temple. Therefore 
let compariſons betweene praying and preaching 


God, of neceſſary vſe for all the Lords peogle. 
Pray continually, as the Apoſtle ſaith (meaning it 
of ſecret eiaculations of the heart , not of publike 
prayer.) Pray alſo in your families. It is a pious 
andreligious practice well beſecming Chriſtians. 
Pray alſo with the ly, A ; deſpiſe not the 

ublike prayers of the Church, nor negle& them, 
bat diligently attend them, and make vſc of them 
reuerently, left while ye come to worſhip God,ye 
take his name in vaine ; but withall remember the 
other admonitionof the Apoſtle , Deſpiſe 107 pro- 
phecying. Let not a pretended zeale tor more 
praying, iuſtle out preaching : for this is alſo the 
ordinance of God as well as prayer ; of as great 


neceflity 


gofthe Word of God, and! 


herein it 1s conſonant vnto the Scriptures, and ro; 


and pratice of the beſt of the Fathers Greeke and 


in ſcaſon and our of ſeaſon; nay, of the holy Apo-| 
| les; nay, of Chrift Ieſus the great Shepheard of 


be forbornez they are both the holy ordinances of 


| 


— 


neceſliry for the people ; without whichy prayer 
and all parts of Gods ſggnice and worthip will be 
the worſe performed. Tay no more , butto mag- 
|nifie preaching with contempt of prayer, is into- 

lerable ; and to extoll praying with contempt of 


I 
preaching, is abominable. 


' Andthusmuch concerning publike prayer,and 
of the account that wee are to make of it, being 
| performed by a Miniſter. 

More particularly, there is ſpeciall regard to be 
yeelded to the bleſſing, prayer or benediGtion vied 
by che Paſtor or Preacher in the Congregation. 
{ It is a diſorderly cuſtome in many Churches, that 

anumber will be gone , before the Euangelicall | 
bleſſing be pronounced. Ignorant people! they 
vnderſtand not the way of the Lord, and what the 


God promiled to bleſle the children of Iſrael. But 
how? In that order which himſelte appointed; 
th veing fir, bleſt by the Prieſts. So now, 


Lord hath ordained for their good. Almighty | 


uay ableſſing to his people. As therefore the Mi- 


through the bleſſing ofhis Miniſters, he will con- | 


[niſter of Chriſt is reucrently to /ift vp his hand 
{ouer the heads of the people, and withall religi- 
[ous and holy affeQion to blefle them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Sonne, and of the holy | 

Ghoſt : ſothe people are to wait for this bleſſing; | 
[andwhen it is pronounced , attentiuely to marke | 
it, and rejoyce in it,and in the end deuoutly to ſay 
Amen vnto it ; that!fo they may departhome 
| comfortabl with the bleſſing of the Churchand 
| of the Lak And hitherto of the account to be 
| made 
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Great regard 
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the bleſſing 
pronounced 
by the Mini- 
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Lenit,9,13. 
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| made of Miniſters prayers, and ſpecially of the 
publike prayers and bleſſings performed by thern, 
All forts are alſo hence raughr,to have due regard 
'vnto their perſons and Calling for this reſpeCt:for 
Pendebat exbe. | their office is honourable and renerend : to them 
nediftionbus | jt belongeth to bleſſe,and by them God will bleſſe 
"> ard hy thoſe os hee will bleſſe. And what {aith the 
wites, &c. | Apoſtle? The leſſe is bleſſed of the greater Heb.7.7. 
Gualt.in Mai:2\ And what other cfhice is appointed vnto them 
All offices ap-| that.is baſe > They are called to be Teachers in 
pointed of | [rac], to be Guides vnto the people, and to ſhew 
Godwohis \vnto them the way of life: to them it pertaineth 
honorable. |to adminiſter the holy Sacraments, that of Bap- 
| riſme, and the other, of the Lords Supper, which 
(ar.12, the Fathers of the Nicene Councell call Neceſſa- 
rium vite viaticum : The neceſlary prouiſion for 
the ſoule in her journey to another world. To 
chem it pertaineth to pray, for the people , and wn 
make atonement for them , that they maybe re- 
conciled vato God. To them is giuen the keyes 
of the Kingdome of heauen , and power to binde 
and looſe, and ro remit ſinnes, ame: & declara- 
tine. Which of all theſe is baſe and vnſeemely for 
{men of worth to doc? Which of them is nothigh 
and holy ? | 
| Whythens the Calling ſo contemptible, as 
it is with many, aboue all others? Why is the 
name of Pricſt vſed in conternpr?Of all contempr, 
this is the moſt vnreafonable: for God hath high- 
jly honoured thoſe of this fun&ion, and they arc 
ſeparared to great and noble ſeruices. Behold, | | 
: God hath made them Fathers mnto the people.So 
= 7 ich 
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Eccleſiaſticall bened; 
Aicah called rhe young Leuite, Iudg. 17; 10, 
Dwell with me,and be a Father and 4 pref UNto me. 
And fo the Danires call him after. And worthily 
| is the name giuen to them ; and with the name, 
the honour ſhould be giuen allo : for they are in- 
{truments of Regeneration, as parents be of Ge- 
neration; and as Chryfo/tome realoneth, Parents 
beger-rheir children vnto this life, but the Mini-! 
ſters of Chriſt beger them to life erernall : and 
parents cannot doe that for them, which Mini-: 
ſters may doe. Parents may waſh their bodily 
parts,but Miniſters are inſtruments to waſh their 
ſoules,when they baptize them.Parents feed them 
with meate that periſheth: bur Miniſters, their 
ſpiricuall Fathers,teed them with that meat which | 
endureth ro cuerlaſting life , namely, with the 
Word of the Lord, & with the Body of the Lord. | 
Baptiſme, which they adminiſter, of old was 
called and accounted ana ſalutis : The gate of 
heauen : in the old Saxon doctrine, The VVell- 
ſpring of life : in the beſt times, The Lauer of Re- 
eneration. And it is written, Except 4 man be. 
Go againe of water and of the Spirit, he cannot en-. 
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|where,Vhoſoener eateth not the fleſh of the Lord,and 
doth net drinke his blood, hee ſhall dye eternally, 
Ioh.6.53. And theſe things, faith an ancient Fa- 
ther, cannot be receiued of the people, bur ow 
croſanttas manus ſacerdotum : By the ſacred hands 
of the Prieſts of the new Teſtament to others it| 
pertaineth not to meddle with the diſpenſation 
of theſc holy and venerable myſteries : it were pre- | 

& 


. ſumprion 


| 
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ter into the kingdome of God, Toh.3. 5. And elſe-, !%.3-5. 
Iob.6.53. 


ladg.17,10. 
and 18.19. 
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Faluian dieſy, 
auaritiam,lib.r . 
pag.6r. 
Cbryſoft. m 
Mat Hom.13. 
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Theod.lib.g. 
cap.24. 
Euſeb.lib,6, 
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| Eipperours ex 
communicated 
by Miniſters, 

1 Paulinus 1 vita 
Ambroſy. 


a pn Eccleſiaſticall benediftion. 


[Lords people are to receiue the bread of life, and 


1to excommunicate Emperours, as Ambroſe Cx- 
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ſumption in a Prince to adminiſter either Sacra-) 
ment: tothe Miniſter it pertaineth to bleſſe the! 
bread,and cup of bleſang,and from their hands the 


cup of {aluation, Bur -to which of the Angels,ſaith 
thatholy Farther, ſaid hee ar any rime, as hee hath | 
ſaid vntohis Miniſters,Satſoener ye bind on earth, 
ſhall be bound in heauen. Whoſoeners ſinnes yee remit, 
they ſhall be remitted ? Theſe things furpaſſe all the 
reſt. Hence worthy Paſtors of the Church,men of 
courage, vpon weighty occaſion, haue been bold 


communicated Theodoſires ; and Fabian excom- 
Mmunicated Philip. 

And it is memnorable.that Paulinzs writeth, that 
when _Abroſe denounced excommunication a- 
gainſt a diflolute perſon, in the very inſtant, whi- | 
leſt he vied the words, the man was ſuddenly ta-| 
ken and rent by the diuell. Let theſe things be 
conſidered of aduiſedly by ſuch as hauc hitherto 
been carried with the ſtreaine, and haue raſhly | 
by words,or deeds,or both, ſhewed contempt of 
the Miniſtrie ; and ſeeing what high and honou-| 
rable offices and priuiledges the moſt high God | 
hath appropriated vnto- his ſeruants whom hee | 
hath called to that fun&tion , let them retorme 
their former erroneous iudgement of them, and 
their carriage towards them : and that the vulgar 
ſort may be the better taught their durie in this, 
let thoſe in authoritie put a difference betweene 
thoſe whom God hath ſo highly honoured, and 
others which haue no ſuch priviledges giuen jo 
| to 
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ba  Ecceleſiaſticall benedidion. 


to them of the Lord. It is notable that is written 
of Salomon, 1. Kings 2. when _Abzathar the Prieſt r ings 2.26 
had committed a crime worthy of death,yert hee! : 
would not pur him to death, but faid vnto him, : 

|Get thee to Anathoth, vnto thine owne fields,g c, be-' 

cauſe thou bareſt the Arke of the Lord God,erc. He 

{put /oab to death,a great Counſellor of State, bur 

{pared the life of ©Abiathar, in reuerence of his | 
Prieſthod. A worthie example. Thankes bee to | 

God,we live now vnder a religious King, who be- 

ing learned in the Scriptures, is like-minded to |. 

Salomon this way, and like another Conſtantize, is 
exceedingly well-aftected to the Church. Long 

{{ince hee gaue inſtruction to his eldeſt ſonne, to | &aon.ggr, 
cheriſh none more than a godly Paſtor, and to | 
count it one of the faireſtofhis Titles, to be a lo- | 
| uing nurſing Father of the Church. He hath ince 
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publiſhed his pleaſure,to haue his Clergy well.-v- 

{ed ; and knowing the power giuen vnto them of 

Chriſt, He hath aduiſed men to haue recourſe vn-| The King ypon 
|toadiſcreeteChurch-man,vell reputed for good | he Lords 
life,and to reucale his ſpirituall eſtate to him,8c. | © 
'and he hath taken ſpeciall notice of this miniſte- | | 
riall prerogatiue of bleſſing, which others lirtle | s 
'minde; and therefore he required a religious and | 
'zealous Diuine, of great note and place in our |DoQor Kixg, 1 
| Church,to preach the Tueſday after the marriage; xr. 3 
 ofhis only Daughter, and folemnely to bleſſe the} © 
new married couple ; who performed it fo wor- 
thily, and with his zeale ſo inflamed the zeale of | 
the hearers, that it was no other like buthis pray- 
er went vp to heauen, and the fruitfulnes x: that| 
{29 7 E 2 Princely | 
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ordained. 

A view of the 
Ciuill and Ec- 
clefiaſticall 
Law. p.105. 
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Princely Lady hath ſince euidenced as much. 
| Thaucheard alſo an honourable perſon ſay of 
[Miniſters, God blefſe them by whom God bleſ- 


on of that ſpeciall prerogatiue giucn of God vnto | 
his Miniſters,to bleſle in his name. The time hath | 
\been,that Preachers haue been too dilgracefully 
vied by temporall Iudges in the face of the coun- 
trey : but ſince his Maieſties comming to the 
Crowne, there hath been better reſpect had to- 
wards them: And a great Iudge of Aikſe profel- 
ſed it publikely,thathe would aſloone bind aman 
ro his good bebauiour for contempt of a Mini- 
ſter, as tor contempr of a Magiſtrate. 

Now;in Ecclefiaſticall Courts, we haue reaſon 
to expect better regard than in the Temporall: 
for to that end thoſe Courts and Conſiſtorics 
were grantedat thefirſt by Princes,as it is confe(- 
{ed by one that isnor onely i» legibus dots & pe- 
ritus, but legum Dodor, becauſe the Clergy were 
like to haue more indifferency before a Iudge of 
their owne learning, then beſoes a Iudge of ano- 
ther profeſſion, it being; held, that Lazc: = 
ſemper infeſts ſunt Clericis : Lay-men are ſeldome 
Clergy mens friends. And another reaſon of this, 
he ſaith,was,that Clerks ſuires & quarrels ſhould 
not bee diuulged among the Lay people, to the 
'difcredit of their profeſſion. Otherwiſe the ſaid 
Author alfo ſheweth, how much anciently the 
creditof the Clergy was tendred; and he wiſheth | 
the like regard towards Ecclefiaſticall men were 
Rill retained, both becauſe it was reuerent, and 

| | worthy] 
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jo Bedkefrafticaltbenedictim, Tg 
worthy the dignity of the Miniſtery, whoſe of-| © 
fice he acknowledgeth to bee moſt honourable. _ 


Thus he, himſelfe a Iudge in the Ecclefiaſticall! 
Courts, of great place. That authority thereſoge! 


- 


is not rightly vfed,nor agreeable to rhe inſtituti- | 
on thereof,jif in Eccleſiaſticall Conrts the Clergy | 
haue not onely no injuries and indignities offered 
vato them; but ifrhey hauec nor, in ſtead thereof, 
protection,and countenance,and encouragement 
inall good. | 
I take no delight in finding faults, {pecially 
with my ſuperiours and berrters ; bur yet I hate. 
baſe adulation. It is thought to bee not fo 
well as it thould bee, that ſo many aduanta-| 
ges are giuen vnto ill neighbours againſt their, 
Miniſters, It is good for the greateſt to remem- 
ber what Icſus Chriſt( before whom all muſt ap- 
peare to giue account)hath left in record.concer- 
ning his Miniſters : He that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth  Luk.10.26, 


” 


e. 
I leaue the proſecuting of this further, and ad- 
uiſeall that would haue benefit by Ecclefiafticall 
benedicion.,to deſerue the loue of thoſe towhom 
that office belongeth re d4iuino - for though we 
are to bleſſe all,/ yet wee cannot bleſſe all withthe 
like effe&, or with the'like affeion. Not with! 
like effect; for all are not the ſonnes of peace: and 
thoſe that arenor, are vncapableof this bleſſing, 
Not with the like affection : for in ſome wee haue 
more, in ſomeleſſe comfort. Wee cannot bleſſe | 
all with the like affe&tion as wee can blefſe our A!lnorbleſt 


friends, and ſuch as are comfortable vntovs, and wm | 
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FR.” ww | Eccleſiaſtical benediition. 
 [Gen.27:3-4 [inſtruments of our good. When 7ſaac had ade-) | 
"Þ 5 fire to bleſſe his ſonne Eſau, he bids him firſt pro-| 

BK uide him ſauoury meate that wonld give him | 


content; and hauing'ſfuch brought vnto him by | 
k-| {acob, when he had care of the veniſon, and drunk 
L [aſ. | wine, then he called, Now come neere me, and hiſſe! 
F | me, my ſonne : God gine thee of the dew of heauen,e+c. . 
A thing very remarkable, that before the holy 
Patriarch vndertooke tobleſſe his ſonne, hee firſt 
would hauc ſavoury meate prouided by him | | 
{ whom he meant to bleſſe ; and firſt he ate henof, 
and dranke wine,to cheere vp his ſpirits,thatſfohe] PF 
might blefle him the more heartily and effectual- 
ly : tor heauineſle,and griete, and forrow,and dif- 
contentment maketh a good man vnfit for the 
right performance of ſuch duties. Therfore when 
I,Ki2g.3.15- 4" was moued againſt King 1:horam,before he 
fell ro propheſie, he called for a Muſician to allay | 
Vs his anger. | | 
_ IR We may obſerue alſo, that when 7acoh bleſſed 
|: {| his fonnes,heblefled them notall alike : but bleſ- 
ſings flowed moſt plentifully from him when hee 
came to ups becauſe hee tooke moſt comfort 
inhim of all the reſt. Sothe Miniſters 'of the Gol- 
ell are moſt ready to blefle them, whom they 
I | bags moſt comfort from, as they in Luk. 7. were 
E | ; forward to ſpeake to Chriſt for the Centurion, | 
Inh74159 |whenheſtood inneedot helpe. VVhy ? He loneth; 
E | | our mation, and hath built vs a Synacozue. And 
JF | Saint Paw/prayed for all Chriſtians, butnotſo as| 
- [hee did for 0zeſiphorus his fpeciall good friend :! 
When he remembred him,2.Tim.1. 16. hee __ 
cd| 


[2.Tim.1.16. 
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ſd, him and his houſe, and doublcd his bleffing | 
' |vpon him, The Lord gine mercy to the houſe of 0- 
|  |neſephorus,for he oft refreſhea me, and was not aſha- | * 
| ned of my charne, And againe,T he Lordgrant vuto | 
| him,that he may finde mercy of the Lord in that day. 
| He prayed not ſo, Iwis, tor Alexander the Cop- |+.Tim.4. 14: 
| per-ſmith. Theſe Prieſts did nor, could notar all 4 
J times bleſſe the people ſocheertully and effeual- me 
ly as they did now. Now itis ſaid, that Hezekiah B 
| ſpake comfortably vnto them, and encouraged 
: Hh reatly.Now they found the Congregation | 
tractable to good, and they had extraordinary 5 
comfort by them : therefore now their zealewas 
| vp,and they lifted vp their voices, 2nd theirhear- ; 
ty prayer for themalcended vp to heauen. Excel- 
lent therefore n the —_— of thc Apoſtle, Heb. | 
13.17. Obey them that haue the ouerſreht of you, | ey 14, 17 
I nab fs our Joules;that they — it —_ wan ao 
toy, and not with griefe ; for that is unprofitable for | | 
you. It maketh their bleſſing the more vnprofira- 
ble. Therefore let thoſe which would bee bleſt by 
them effeftually, looke they deſerue their loue, 
and be farre from contempt of their perſons, or 
calling,or doctrine. 

I ſhouldalo vie a word of Exhortation tomy 
brethren of the Miniſtery : the more holy and re- 
uerent our Calling is, the more it concerneth vs E N 
to looke that wee walke worthy thereof, and to + 3 HRyg 
beware leſt wee diſhonour it by our words or 1 27 ISS 
deeds. My brethren, it is not tor vs to bee deſpi- 
ſers of thoſe which follow holineſſe; for our do- 
|rine teacheth vs, and all others, to. bee holy; 

ir 
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it isnot forvs tobechildiſh : for God hath called 


* Sir Thomas 


IT "Feleraftical benediftion. 
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|euen the youngeſt of vs, to bee Fathers in his 
Church, and made vs (as it were) Patriarchs, to! 
blefle the Iſrael of God; it is not for vs to be] . 
yourhfull with che children of this world : for we 
are called Elders; and therefore grauitie becom-! 
\meth vs. That which is vanity in others,is double 
iniquitie in vs. The excellencie of our Miniſte- 


cerdetio blapbe- | rjall function aggrauaterh our ſinnes before God 


and men,according to that of S.!e»ome; Malns ſa- 
| cerdos de ſaterdotio ſuo crime acquirit,non dignitate : 
If a Miniſter be bad,this aggrauarteth his offence, 
becauſc hee is a Miniſter: and his Miniſtry isno 
ſuch grace to him, as he is a diſgrace to his Mini- 
firie. And| obſerue what commeth of it : Thoſe 
that are ſcrupulous, care not for the judgement 
of ſuch as be ſcandalous about any poynt in con- 
rrouerſic. OS 
Browniſts thinke they haue iuſt cauſe to ſepa- 
rate from our Church, where ſuch guides are in| 
lace of betrer men. The Ieſuite and Seminaric 
Prieſt raketh aduantage thereby ro depraue our! 
Religion, and to breed in the " ke ſort an ill 
opinion thereof: they name, Such are knowne to. 
be of euill conuerſation, and bid, Marke their 
lives. An vnhappy meaning * Hee had, though | 
ihe ſpake it pleaſantly, who faid of a vicious Prieſt, | | 
[char he would nottor any thing heare him fay the | 
Creed, left it ſhould make him call the Articles | 
of his faith into queſtion. Certainly thoſe of this | 
facred function, which are of vngodly conuerſa- 
tion,arc an occaſion of much miſchicte. 
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; Many haue no minde to haue their children he: * 8 
baptized by ſuch ; and ir goeth againſt their ſto-] + Þ* 
makes to recciue the venerable Sacrament of 
Chriſt his Body & Blqod from their foule hands : | 
and their bleſſings and prayers they regard little, 
-becaute they {ce they regard wickedneſſe in their , PAl.66.18, 
| Hearts : and therefore they thinke the Lord will 

aot heare them. Many alſo care not for their do-. | 
| &rine,becaule they fay,and doe not. I iuſtifienor 
all chis in them, but rather thinke they are tranſ-| 
ported too farre in a prepoſterous zeale.For good | = 
tood being brought voto #1745, he received itnot | 1.King 17.6, 
only from an Angell, but alſo from a Raven. And 

Chriſt bid the people nor only to heare him and | marth.zz.3. | 
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his Apoſtles, but the Phariſes alſo, when they 2 
| taught them that which was good; though they | - : 
| followed it not themfelues. Good water which | 


paſſcrh into a Garden thorow a channell of ſtone, | 
doth the Garden good, though it doe the chan- | bY 
nell none: and ſo may the Word, and Water of 
Lite coucied bya bad inſtrument ofa ſtony hart ; | 
it may doe good to the Church of God, though | | 
it worke not vpon himſelfe. And good ſecd ſowne 
in good ground with foule hands, will fructifie: ; 
and ſo may the good Seed of Gods Word ſowne 
by a Miniſter of impure connerfation. One may | 
be a bad man,and yer a good Secdeſman both in | 
the field and in the Church :yet woe be to them 
by whom. the offence commetrh, woe to them| 66 
| which make the people to abhorre the offering of| Mh 
the Lord through their miſdemeanour. El: his 1,548,411. 

fonnes ſmoked tor this. And to many which have] * 
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pphecied in his name,Chriſt wi'l fay in his wit EF | 
alure , CAway from me, ye w0rRers of 1niquis\ | 


Therefore to conclude, the-Lord” give 'vsalt | 
| _n ro demeane our ſelues in our Places,thar} | | 
is Name may be glorified byys,his Churchedj-| o | 
fied, and our reuerend Calling adorned, that our i 
[prayers may be accepted of the Lord, and our ; 
Moo of the people may, with this Prieſtly be- ] 
!nediction, goe vp vnto his holy dwelling Place, | 1 
even vnto heauen ; which he grant for his infinite | 1 
[mercies ſake in © hrift : to whom, with the Fa- 
| ther and the holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all | | 
| 


' 


praiſe and gloric now and for. 
| Ecuer. Amen. 
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